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The following selection of toys date from the late 18th- early 20th centuries and include miniature tea sets and marbles.  They were found during archaeological excavations in City Hall Park, Battery Park, and Van Cortlandt Manor.  The tea ceremony became very popular throughout New York City and perhaps especially so for the emerging middle class in the late 18th-19th centuries.  The tea set toys that follow primarily date to the later 19th century and are modeled after existing adult sets and perhaps even made by the same potteries in England.  They were almost certainly marketed for girls to help socialize them in what was expected of women.  We also have many marbles in the city’s collection. In the 18th century, marbles were hand rolled from clay or sometimes made from stone and in the 19th century they began to be mass produced and were more likely to be made of glass.  Who may have used these marbles is a more open question as  most of these were found in City Hall Park in areas that once included barracks, prisons, and New York City’s City Hall built by 1811, making it quite possible they were used by adults for gaming rather than by children.

 

Suggestions for further reading:

Barton, Christopher and Kyle Somerville Historical Racialized Toys in the United States, Routledge, 2016.

Carson, Jan Colonial Virginians at Play, Williamsburg, 1989.

Wall, Diana The Archaeology of Gender, Springer-Verlag New York, 1994

AKRF et al, South Ferry Terminal Project, 2012 

Arthur Bankoff et al, Archaeological Excavations at Van Cortlandt Park, 1990-1991

Hartgen Archaeological Associates, Tweed Courthouse Archaeological Survey and Data Retrieval, 2003

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission et al, The Archaeological Investigation of City Hall Park Site, 1990
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				  		Gaming Piece - Made from Redware Vessel
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